THE DIGITIZATION OF THE EARLY HEBREW PRESS

Elchanan Adler

Elhanan Adler (elhanan@libnet.ac.il) is the Director of the Israel Center for Digital Information Services (the
consortium of the Israel University libraries) and Coordinator of the Israel Universities Library Network. He also
lectures in librarianship at the Hebrew University's Graduate School of Library, Archive and Information Studies
and at Bar-Ilan University Department of Information Studies and serves as advisor to the Jewish National and
University Library on digitization projects. Prior to this position, which he has held for the last six years, he was
assistant director of the University of Haifa Library and head of its automated Index to Hebrew Periodicals
project. Prior to his aliyah in 1968 he held positions with the Harvard College Library, Judaica Division and the
Mendel Gottesman Library of Yeshiva University. He is the author (with Aviva Shichor and Rochelle Kedar) of
ha-Kitlug, the standard Israeli text on cataloging (3 editions), and (with Susan Lazinger) of the book: Cataloging
Hebrew Materials in the Online Environment. He has also written articles and lectured extensively on
organization of information, computers in libraries, and the connection between them.

DESCRIPTION : The early Hebrew press (19th and early 20th centuries) is an
important resource for all levels of historical research and study - from high schools to
academia. The originals of these newspapers are on brittle, crumbling paper and
microfilm copies are not widely available or accessible. The Jewish National and
University Library has undertaken a project to digitize these newspapers, thereby making
them widely available. Digitizing of six large format newspapers has been completed
(some 200,000 pages). The presentation will discuss not only the technical aspects of the
project but also the creation and maintenance of navigation and retrieval tools.
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