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Non-Fiction 

Alter, Robert.  Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible.  Princeton University Press, 2010.  The 

author, a leading scholar and Bible translator, shows how the Hebrew Scriptures influenced American language 

and thought while also transmitting Jewish history and moral vision to the American people.   

Halkin, Hillel.  Yehuda Halevi. Next Book/Schocken, 2010.  Jewish Encounters Series.  During the Spanish Middle 

Ages, one of poetry’s golden eras, Yehuda Halevi’s work shone with virtuosity.  Against a shifting background of 

political and religious thought, Halkin presents an engaging portrait of both the artist and his age.    

Hirsh, Michael.  The Liberators: America’s Witnesses to the Holocaust.  Bantam, 2010.    This moving but 

unsettling book is the fruit of more than 150 interviews of soldiers who liberated concentration camps in the 

closing weeks of the World War II.   Some of these men seem curiously detached in their recollections, but Hirsh 

points out that they were battle-hardened, having been exposed to the brutalities of war. Other witnesses, 

years after the war, still express their disgust and outrage and even their thirst for revenge upon the 

perpetrators of these monstrosities.  An excellent addition to Holocaust literature. (Booklist) 

Hirsch, Edward.  The Living Fire: New and Selected Poems.  Knopf, 2010.  A rich and significant collection drawn 

from a lifetime of “wild gratitude” in poetry.  In poems chronicling insomnia, art and culture, and his own 

experience, Edward Hirsch displays stunning range and quality. Grieving for the losses occasioned by our 

mortality, Hirsch’s ultimate impulse as a poet is to praise—to wreathe himself, as he writes, in “the living fire” 

that burns with a ferocious intensity. (Booklist)   

 Morris, James McGrath.  Pulitzer: A Life in Politics, Print and Power.   HarperCollins, 2010.  In this 

comprehensive biography, Morris traces the life of Joseph Pulitzer from his Jewish Hungarian childhood.  As an 

immigrant in America, Pulitzer became a media baron who established the newspaper as a form of mass 

consumption and used it to influence the public and advance his political ideas.  After achieving great wealth 

and power, Pulitzer died a blind and lonely man who is now remembered primarily for the prize in journalism 

that he established.  

Shulevitz, Judith.  The Sabbath World: Glimpses of a Different Order of Time.  Random House, 2010.   This is an 

exploration of the Sabbath from Jewish and Christian perspectives.  Reflecting the author’s ambivalent 

appreciation of the Sabbath, she writes "...I still like the idea of the fully observed Sabbath more than I like 

observing it."   A personal approach to the Sabbath with an eye to electronic communication and the demands 

of today's society.   

Silver, Linda R.  Best Jewish Books for Children and Teens: JPS Guide.  The Jewish Publication Society, Oct. 2010.  

This is the first comprehensive guide to children’s books of Jewish content written since Enid Davis’s much 
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slighter guide (Schocken, 1981.)  A comparison of the two books shows how Jewish children’s literature has 

changed, developed, and expanded in 30 years.  The book is organized by subjects such as Jewish Rites and 

Customs, Holidays, The Bible, History, The Holocaust and World War II, and Famous Jews.  About 1,000 

recommended titles are included; each is annotated and additional related titles are mentioned.  A list of titles 

organized by reading level is followed by four indexes: title, author, illustrator, and subject.  Chapter notes and 

lists of both Jewish children’s book awards are also appended.   Part of the JPS guide series, it is for librarians, 

teachers, clergy, and parents as well as anyone else who is interested in Jewish books for children and teens.  

The author is a member of the Association of Jewish Libraries’ Greater Cleveland Chapter. 

Wistrich, Robert S.  A Lethal Obsession: Anti-Semitism from Antiquity to the Global Jihad.  Random House, 

2010. A message of this remarkable work is that the Holocaust did not only discredit anti-Semitism. In a sinister 

way, the murder of six million Jews has also inspired fantasies of completing what the Third Reich had begun, 

and has led to widespread defamation of Israel by equating its policies with Nazism. The grim case advanced 

here is overwhelming. In the awesome scale of its research, in its moral and literary force, and in its compelling 

political urgency, there is no book quite like it. ( Amazon) 

Wouk, Herman.  The Language God Talks: On Science and Religion.  Little, Brown, 2010.  At age 94, Wouk 

embarks on an autobiographical journey through his monumental writings (The Caine Mutiny; The Winds of 

War; War and Remembrance), people he has met in his life, world events, and books he has read (including the 

Talmud) to weave a testament of faith. Throughout the book, he returns to his friendship with Nobel laureate 

Richard Feynman, whose work as a scientist (on the atomic bomb) and whose life as a humanist challenge the 

author's Orthodox Jewish beliefs. (Publishers Weekly) 

Fiction 

Appelfeld, Aharon.  Blooms of Darkness.  Schocken, 2010.   A haunting story of love and loss set during the 

Holocaust.  As the ghetto where they are imprisoned is being liquidated by the Nazis, eleven year-old Bruno’s 

mother leaves him at a brothel where her friend Mariana works.  Protected by Mariana and witness to the 

harshness of her life, Bruno provides the unhappy woman with solace.  As their lives spiral downward, Bruno 

and Mariana have only one another to cling to.  

Blake, Sarah.  The Postmistress.  Putnam, 2010.  As bombs drop and Jewish refugees stream across Europe, 

Frankie Bard, a “radio gal,” reports on the war, imploring listeners back in America to pay attention.  In a small 

town on Cape Cod, the postmistress realizes that America will eventually become involved in the war but 

concentrates her energy on delivering the mail and keeping the secrets that letters hold.  Alternating between a 

war-torn Europe and an America refusing to grasp the danger at hand, the novel brings together two women 

who find themselves unable to deliver the news to those who don’t want to hear it.  

Braff, Joshua.  Peep Show.  Algonquin, June, 2010.  Braff's second novel (after The Unthinkable Thoughts of 

Jacob Green) is a family drama set amidst an extreme clash of cultures. In the mid 1970s, 16 year-old David 

Arbus is caught between his mother, whose Hasidic faith is becoming more and more central to her life, and his 

father, who runs a Times Square porn theatre. Braff brings together two very different cultures with sympathy 

for both; David and his parents present an intriguing contrast in the struggle to uphold a set of values and the 

painful necessity of compromise.  (Publishers Weekly) 
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Epstein, Joseph.  The Love Song of A. Jerome Minkoff.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010.  In his first collection of 

stories since Fabulous Small Jews, Joseph Epstein delivers all the pleasures his readers have come to expect: 

stories of ordinary men confronting the moments that define a life, told with the bittersweet humor and loving 

irony encompassed in the title of the book. These fourteen tales map a very particular world—Jews whose lives 

are anchored in Chicago—in rich, revealing detail even as they brim with universal longings: complex love affairs 

and unspoken rivalries, family triumphs, and private disappointments. (Amazon) 

Goldstein, Rebecca.   36 Arguments for the Existence of God.    Pantheon, 2010.  The very question of God’s 

existence is set within this story of eccentric and flawed characters trying to find the answer and to understand  

their own lives.  The main character, a college professor, is the author of a surprising best-seller that he entitles 

(after Freud and William James) “The Varieties of Religious Illusion;" it earns him the media’s nickname of “the 

atheist with a soul.”  He and Goldstein’s other brilliantly conceived characters offer a satiric, humorous, and 

often very moving view of human striving, spiritual dilemmas, academic pomposity, and the choices every 

person, whether a believer or an atheist, must make to lead a moral life.    A fifty-two page Appendix ends the 

book, listing each academic argument for the existence of God, divided into their premises, flaws, and ensuing 

commentary.  

Grossman, David.  To the End of the Land.   Knopf, Sept. 2010.  Ora, a middle-aged Israeli mother, is on the 

verge of celebrating her son Ofer’s release from army service when he returns to the front for a major offensive. 

In a fit of preemptive grief and magical thinking, she sets out for a hike in the Galilee, leaving no forwarding 

information for the “notifiers” who might darken her door with the worst possible news. Recently estranged 

from her husband, Ilan, she drags along an unlikely companion: their former best friend and her former lover 

Avram, once a brilliant artistic spirit. (Amazon) 

  ά±ŜǊȅ ǊŀǊŜƭȅΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜ 

the same. Walls have been pulled down, barriers broken, a dimension of feeling, of existence itself, has opened in 

you that was not there before. To the End of the Land is a book of this magnitude. David Grossman may be the 

most gifted writer I've ever read; gifted not just because of his imagination, his energy, his originality, but 

because he has access to the unutterable, because he can look inside a person and discover the unique essence of 

her humanity. For twenty-six years he has been writing novels about what it means to defend this essence, this 

unique light, against a world designed to extinguish it. To the End of the Land is his most powerful, shattering, 

and unflinching story of this defense. To read it is to have yourself taken apart, undone, touched at the place of 

your own essence; iǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎΦέ  (Nicole Krauss) 

Hackl, Erich.  The Wedding in Auschwitz.  Translated by Martin Chalmers.  Serpent’s Tail, 2010.  This poignant 

and ironically inspiring novel by an Austrian writer is based on an actual event.    A political prisoner in 

Auschwitz, Rudi Friemel previously met and had a child with a young Spanish woman named Marga.  For 

propaganda purposes, the Nazis let Marga’s and Rudi’s families into the camp for a day to witness their 

marriage.  A major contribution to Holocaust fiction.  (Booklist ) 

Kaplan, Mitchell James.  By Fire, By Water .   Other Press, 2010.  Kaplan, a screenwriter, sets his debut novel in 

15th century Spain, amid the Inquisition, the attempt to unify the kingdoms of Spain under Christian rule, and the 

voyage of Christopher Columbus to what the seaman expects will be the Indies. The action centers on the 

historical figure of Luis de Santángel, chancellor to the king of Aragon and a converso, a Jewish convert to 

Christianity at a time when the Inquisition sought to repress ‘judaizing.’ Kaplan has done remarkable homework 

on the period and crafted a convincing and complex figure in Santángel. (Publishers Weekly) 
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Krauss, Nicole.  Great House.  Norton, Oct. 2010.  For twenty-five years, a solitary American novelist has been 

writing at the desk she inherited from a young poet who disappeared at the hands of Pinochet's secret police; 

one day a girl claiming to be his daughter arrives to take it away, sending her life reeling. Across the ocean in 

London, a man discovers a terrifying secret about his wife of almost fifty years. In Jerusalem, an antiques dealer 

is slowly reassembling his father's Budapest study, plundered by the Nazis in 1944.  These worlds are anchored 

by a desk of enormous dimension and many drawers that exerts a power over those who possess it or give it 

away. In the minds of those it has belonged to, the desk comes to stand for all that has disappeared in the chaos 

of the world -- children, parents, whole peoples and civilizations. Nicole Krauss has written a hauntingly 

powerful novel about memory struggling to create a meaningful permanence in the face of inevitable loss. 

(Amazon) 

M¨ring, Marcel.  In a Dark Wood.  Translated by Shaun Whiteside.  Harper, 2010.    His family killed by the Nazis, 

young Jacob Noah survived by hiding in a peat bog for three years. Decades later, Jacob Noah is a successful but 

emotionally scarred businessman who runs his car off the road, plunging into a preternatural twilight journey 

through his hometown, the Dutch town of Assen.  Loosely, if self-consciously, playing upon Dante’s Inferno, 

Möring deploys a prodigious mélange of motifs and narrative styles, rendering this selection a virtuoso 

performance of sorts, at times as confounding as it is inspired.  (Booklist)  

Orringer, Julie.  The Invisible Bridge.  Knopf, 2010.  This long, memorable piece of storytelling, based on facts of 

the author’s family, brings to life the experiences of Hungarian Jews during the 1930’s and ‘40’s.  Readers are 

transported into a world that is disintegrating for Jews like Andras Levi, his friends, loves, and family – robbing 

them of careers, hope, and worst of all, one another.  Beginning just as Andras leaves to study architecture in 

Paris and ending sometime around the Hungarian Revolution, this chronicle of three brothers is above all a love 

story.  If there’s one novel to read this summer, The Invisible Bridge should be it.  

Schine, Cathleen.  The Three Weissmanns of Westport.   Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010.  A novel of manners 

about an elderly mother and two adult daughters who are impoverished as a result of divorce and career 

reversals.  They depend on eccentric Cousin Lou for a roof over their heads and it falls to Annie, one of the 

daughters, to provide her free-spending mother and sister with an income.  A wide ranging cast of characters – 

fools, scoundrels, poseurs, the good hearted, and secret heroes – provides fascinating interplay.  Wild 

coincidences abound so that Manhattan, Westport, and Palm Springs are but extensions of the classic drawing 

room. There is sadness but also love in this thoroughly enjoyable, finely crafted modern novel.  (Booklist)  

Steinberg, Milton.  The Prophet’s Wife.  Behrman House, 2010.   “The Lord said unto Hosea: Go, take unto thee 

a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry; for the land doth commit great harlotry, departing from the Lord.”  

(Hosea 1:2).  Here is the long-lost novel about the prophet Hosea and his wife Gomer by the author of the 

Jewish classic, As a Driven Leaf.    Infidelity, faith, and power all come together in a gripping story left unfinished 

at the time of the author’s death. 

Stern, Steve.  The Frozen Rabbi.  Algonquin, 2010.  15 year-old Bernie Karp of Memphis, Tennessee finds a rabbi 

in his parents’ freezer.   During a power outage, the rabbi defrosts and so begins a hilarious, satiric, and moving 

tragic-comedy that ranges in time from the 18th century to the present, in settings as diverse as the Yishuv and 

the Lower East Side, and in characters as striking as a hunch-backed mystical inventor, a young immigrant 

woman disguised as a man, and the frozen rabbi himself.    First serialized in the online magazine, Tablet, it 

shouldn’t be missed!   
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Wiesel, Elie.  The Sonderberg Case.  Knopf, August 2010.  Despite personal success, Yedidyah - a theater critic in 

New York City, husband to a stage actress, and father to two sons - finds himself increasingly drawn to the past.  

As he reflects on his life, he longingly reminisces about the relationships he once had with the men in his family: 

his father, his uncle, his grandfather.   But his longing takes on another aspect when he is assigned to cover the 

murder trial of a German expatriate named Werner Sonderberg.   With his signature elegance and 

thoughtfulness, Wiesel has given us an enthralling psychological mystery, both vividly dramatic and profoundly 

emotional.  (Booklist)     
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Non-Fiction 

Boni-Engelking, Barbara and Jacek Leociak.  Warsaw Ghetto: A Guide to the Perished City.  Yale University Press, 

2009.  Using unpublished archival materials from Poland and Israel as well as published literature, the authors 

are the first to write a complete history of the Warsaw Ghetto.  An excellent resource, this work includes tables 

of statistics, glossaries, maps, illustrations, and a name index.  

Glickman, Elaine Rose.  Sacred Parenting.  URJ Press, 2009. Using the words of Genesis & Deuteronomy, the 

songs of the Psalmist, the instructions of Proverbs, and the wisdom of ancient and modern sages, Glickman 

guides readers to parent with spirituality, mindfulness, and partnership with God. Its methods are multifaceted, 

grounded in Jewish tradition, contemporary parenting best-practices, and real world experience.   

Lehman, David.  A Fine Romance.  Nextbook/Schocken, 2009. Jewish Encounters Series.   Lehman, a poet, 

anthologist and critic, melds dreamy personal reflections with impressive archival excavation for a thorough look 

at the popular early 20th century songwriters and what made their work quintessentially Jewish. Delving into the 

iconic hits of Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, the Gershwins, Harold Arlen, Larry Hart, Richard Rodgers and Oscar 

Hammerstein, among selective others, Lehman ponders how these Ashkenazi Jews, mostly raised speaking 

Yiddish in New York as cantors' sons, melded their particular wit, melancholy and sophistication with the 

rhythmic richness of African-American music—a blending of blues and jazz. (Publishers Weekly)  

Luxemberg, Steve.  Annie’s Ghosts:  A Journey into a Family Secret.  Hyperion, 2009.  When his dying mother 

revealed that she had a sister, the author became intrigued with the secrecy that had shrouded this relative for 

so many years.  Who was this aunt?  Where did she live?  When did she die?  Who else knew about her?  Why 

did his mother keep her existence secret?  One question inevitably led to another, drawing Luxenberg into the 

world of mental illness during the first half of the 20th century and into his family’s Eastern Europe 

history.  Through extensive travel and interviews with relatives, friends of his parents, and mental health 

professionals, Luxenberg learned a lot about Annie and also gained a new understanding of his mother.    

Polland, Annie.  Landmark of the Spirit: The Eldridge Street Synagogue.  Yale University Press, 2009. Opening in 

1887 in the heart of the Lower East Side, the Eldridge Street Synagogue represented the aspirations of 

generations of immigrant Jews. Stunning renovations completed in 2007 have helped it to become a popular 

tourist stop as a National Historic Landmark.  Lavish photos and illustrations offer an armchair tour to readers. 
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Senor, Dan and Saul Singer.  Start-Up Nation: The Story of Israel’s Economic Miracle.  Twelve, 2009. Senor, 

senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, and Singer track Israel's economic prowess. They cite a number 

of factors, including the social networks and leadership training provided by Israel's mandatory military and 

reserve service, a culture of critique fostered by centuries of Jewish tradition, and an open immigration policy 

for Jews that continually restocks Israel's population with motivated people from around the world—all of which 

foster a business climate in which risk is embraced and good ideas are given a chance to grow. The authors 

ground their analysis in case studies and interviews with some of Israel's most brilliant innovators to make this  

rich and insightful reading not just for business leaders and policy makers but for anyone curious about 

contemporary Israeli culture. (Publishers Weekly)  

Wasserman, Tina.  Entrée to Judaism: A Culinary Exploration of the Jewish Diaspora.  URJ Press, 2009.   The 

author leads a culinary journey around the world and across the ages, from Spain to India, from Russia to 

Tunisia, sharing the histories and recipes of the great Diaspora communities and the many wonderful ways they 

have told their stories through food. Accessible, easy-to-follow recipes for the novice home cook and expert chef 

alike. Features Tina's Tidbits, fun facts and great cooking tips for every recipe.  Includes over 275 recipes and 

dozens of full-color photos.  (Amazon) 

 

Fiction 

Levi, Lia.  The Jewish Husband.  Europa  Edition, 2009.  It is 1938 and Fascist Italy has imposed its infamous race 

laws. A young Jewish professor entertains a tormented passion for the beautiful and enigmatic Sonia. She is 

everything that he is not: the privileged daughter of a prominent wealthy family and above all, gentile. He wins 

her affections, but the price is great. He must deny his origins in order to enter that jealously guarded circle of 

intimates composed of her family and their friends. It is a world that has no use for him and forces him into 

humiliating and painful compromises. Winner of the Moravia Prize for fiction, this is a bittersweet story of 

passion and hatred, cruelty and oppression. Above all, however, it is a tender love story set at a time in which 

the world and its inhabitants appeared to have completely lost their ability to show tenderness. (Amazon) 
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