
  Paperbacks for Campers’ Backpacks  

 
 

WHAT’S NEW? 
 
Ashby, Ruth.  Anne Frank: Young Diarist.  Aladdin, 179 pages.  A biography of Anne 
Frank.  Gr. 3-5. 
 
Geras, Adele. Ed. The Kingfisher Treasury of Jewish Stories.  Kingfisher, 159 pages. 
Fifteen short stories by English and American authors.  Folktales, historical fiction, and 
stories with contemporary settings are included. 
 
Kacer, Kathy.  The Underground Reporters.  Second Story Press, 154 pages.  The true 
story of a group of young people in Nazi occupied Czechoslovakia who wrote and published 
a magazine that circulated secretly among the Jews of the town.  Eventually, they were 
deported to Terezin and most did not survive.  One of the contributors did survive and 
now lives in Toronto.  Excerpts from the magazine, called "Klepy," are included along with 
many documentary photographs. 
 
Matas, Carol.  Rosie in Los Angeles - Action!  Aladdin Paperbacks, 120 pages.  Rosie 
becomes a star of westerns when her family moves to Los Angeles.  This in the third book 
in the series, set in the early 1900's.  The other two are: 
 

Rosie in Chicago – Play Ball!  Aladdin Paperbacks, 125 pages.  Disguised as a boy, 
Rosie subs on an all-male baseball team and shows that nothing can stop her. 

 
Rosie in New York City – Gotcha!  Aladdin Paperbacks, 122 pages.  Rosie gets 
involved in a shirtwaist workers strike after getting a job to help her immigrant 
family.  Set in 1909. 

 
Sachs, Marilyn.  Lost in America.  Roaring Book Pres, 150 pages.  Seventeen year old 
Nicole Neiman leaves her native France to make a new life for herself in New York after 
her parents and younger sister were killed in the Holocaust.  This poignant and humorous 
novel chronicles the hardships and pleasures of a courageous girl's first year in America. 
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PLAY BALL! 

 
Berkow, Ira.  Hank Greenberg: Hall-of-Fame Slugger.  Jewish Publication Society, 108 
pages.  The legendary Hank Greenberg was the first Jew to be elected to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame.  Gr. 4 and up. 
 
Dublin. Anne.  Robbie Rosenfeld: The Olympian Who Could Do Everything.  Second 
Story Press, 134 pages.  The life story of a remarkable Canadian woman athlete and the 
times in which she lived. 
 
Goldman, David J.  Jewish Sports Stars: Athletic Heroes Past and Present.  Kar-
Ben/Lerner, 82 pages.  Brief biographies of Jewish athletes are organized by sport and 
accompanied by black and white photographs.  A list of Maccabee Award winners and 
many sports statistics are appended. 
 
Hurwitz, Johanna.  Baseball Fever.  Camelot, 108 pages.  Ezra’s dad can’t understand why 
his son is so crazy about baseball.  Gr. 3 – 6.   
 
Konigsburg, E. L.  About the Bnai Bagels.  Yearling, 172 pages.  What would you do if 
your mother became your Little League team manager and dragged your brother along as 
a coach?  Gr. 5 – 7. 
 
Provost, Gary.  David and Max.  Jewish Publication Society, 180 pages.  A funny story 
about a boy, his grandpa, and basketball.  Gr. 5 - 7. 
 
Rinn, Miriam.  The Saturday Secret.  Alef Design Group, 150 pages.  Jason has a new 
stepfather and a big problem!  Find out what they both have to do with his Saturday 
secret.  Gr. 4 – 6. 
  
Schnur, Steven.  The Koufax Dilemma.  Backinprint.com, 186 pages.   The season opener 
of Danny’s baseball team falls on the first night of Passover.  What would your family 
want you to do?  What would you do?  Gr. 4 - 6. 
 
 

A PEEK INTO THE PAST 
  
 
Dublin, Anne.  Written On The Wind.  Hodgepog Books, 77 pages.  Could the Ouija board 
be trusted?  Was something terrible coming to Toronto?  Gr. 3 – 6. 
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Hest, Amy.  Love you, Soldier.  Puffin, 47 pages.  Katy’s life changes during World War 
II after her father becomes a soldier.  Gr. 3 – 5. 
 
Kale, Shelley.  Suitcase of Dreams.  Skirball Cultural Center, 32 pages.  True stories of 
people who left Europe to build  better lives in the United States are told along with 
photographs of their belongings and cherished possessions.  Gr. 3 – 6. 
 
Kacer, Kathy.  Margit, Book 1: Home Free.  Penguin Canada, 87 pages.  Margit and her 
pregnant mother have escaped Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia and found refuge in Canada.  
In Toronto, Margit struggles to adapt and find new friends. 
 
Levine, Gail Carson.  Dave at Night.  Harper Trophy, 228 pages.  Dave the Daredevil 
escapes each night from the orphanage where he lives to explore New York’s Harlem 
during the 1920’s.  Gr. 6 – 8. 
 
Orlev, Uri.  The Man From the Other Side.  Puffin, 186 pages.  A Polish boy who doesn’t 
know he is Jewish is drawn into the battle for survival in the Warsaw Ghetto during 
World War II.  Gr. 6 – 8. 
 
Roseman, Kenneth.  Until the Messiah Comes: A Russian-Jewish Adventure.  UAHC 
Press, 128 pages.  Assume the identity of a Russian Jew and make the choices that will 
determine his future.  Part of the Do-It-Yourself-Jewish Adventure series.  Grade 6 – 8.   
 
Rosen, Sybil.  Speed of Light.  Aladdin, 168 pages.  Audrey Ina, a Southern girl, learns 
about prejudice, courage, and how quickly things can change when her father decides to 
help an African-American man who wants to be part of the town’s police force.  Gr. 5 – 8. 
 
Skolsky, Minday Warshaw.  Love From Your Friend, Hannah.  Harper Trophy, 256 pages.  
See what life was like during the Great Depression by reading letters to and from a girl 
with a great sense of humor named Hanna.  Gr. 4 – 6. 
 
Taylor, Sydney.  All-Of-A-Kind Family.  Taylor Productions, 189 pages.  The classic story 
of five little girls living with their parents in New York City at the turn of the century.  
They have simple but happy times as they share adventures, holidays and surprises.   
Gr. 4 – 6. 
        More All-Of-A-Kind Family. Taylor Productions, 160 pages. 
        All-Of-A-Kind Family Downtown. Taylor Productions, 187 

 pages. 
        All-Of-A-Kind Family Uptown. Taylor Productions, 160  

pages. 
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        Ella Of All-Of-A-Kind Family. Taylor Productions, 133  
pages.  
  

Wishinsky, Frieda.  Just Call Me Joe.  Orca Book, 101 pages. An easy to read chapter 
book about an immigrant boy, his sister, and their new lives in America.  Joe's new 
friends encourage him to quit school but, thanks to sound Jewish values, he perseveres. 

 
 

GROWING UP 
 
Blume, Judy.  Are You There God?  It’s Me, Margaret.  Dell, 149 pages.  Margaret 
learns about growing up, including choosing her religion.  Gr. 5 – 6.  
 
Ehrenhaft, Daniel.  Tell It to Naomi.  Delacorte, 200 pages.  A very funny story about a 
high school boy who assumes the role of Naomi, an advice columnist, to impress a girl. 
 
Herman, Charlotte.  What Happened to Heather Hopkowitz?  Jewish Publication 
Society, 186 pages.  When 14 year old Heather’s family goes on a cruise she stays with 
Orthodox friends and decides to change her religion.  Gr. 5 – 7.   
 
Hurwitz, Johanna.  Once I Was a Plum Tree.  Beech Tree Books, 160 pages.  
Increasingly aware of the differences between her family, who are nonobservant Jews, 
and their Catholic neighbors, 10 year-old Gerry Flam begins to investigate her heritage.  
Gr. 4 – 6.   
 
Konigsburg, E. L.  The View From Saturday.  Scott Foresman, 163 pages. 
This 1996 Newbery Medal winner charts the ties that bind four members of an 
extraordinarily successful 6th-grade quiz bowl team.  Gr. 4 – 6. 
 
Meyer, Carolyn.  Gideon’s People.  Gulliver Books, 297 pages.  A coming of age story set in 
Pennsylvania in 1911 about two boys, one an Orthodox Jew and one Amish, brought 
together by chance.  Gr. 6 – 8. 
 
Rabb, M. E. Missing Persons.  Speak.   A light-hearted mystery series about two Jewish 
sisters from New York who assume false identities and flee to a small town in Indiana 
after their father dies.  Disguised as the Scott sisters from Cleveland, Sam and Sophie 
try to blend in but become involved in a missing persons case, which they eventually solve.  
The Jewish content is slight but this book and the other three in the series are among 
the very few humorous novels written for Jewish teens.   
 
    Case #1  The Rose Queen. Speak, 176 pages 

 4



    Case #2  The Chocolate Lover.  Speak, 176 pages 
    Case #3  The Venetian Policeman, Speak, 176 pages 
    Case #4  The Unsuspecting Gourmet. Speak, 176 pages 
 
Wiseman, Eva.  No One Must Know.  Tundra, 193 pages.  A  pretty, popular Canadian teen 
discovers that she and her parents are really Jewish, a fact that her anxious, Holocaust - 
survivor parents carefully kept from her as they raised her as a Catholic to protect her 
from anti-Semitism. 

 
MISH MASH 

 
Araten, Harry.  The Essential Jewish Trivia Book for Kids.  Pitspopany Press, 96 pages.  
Hundreds of questions and answers plus trivia challenges.  Gr.3 and up. 
 
Gellman, Mark.  “Always Wear Clean Underwear!”  HarperCollins, 112 pages.  …and other 
ways parents say “I love you.”  Gr. 4 – 6. 
 
Kaye, Rosalind Charney.  Brainteasers from Jewish Folklore.  Kar-Ben, 32 pages.  Solve 
the riddle that ends each of these short folktales.  Gr. 4 and up. 
 
Schwartz, Howard.  The Sabbath Lion.  Harper Trophy, 32 pages.  A brave boy sets out 
alone to claim his family’s fortune.  Gr. 2 – 4. 
 
Williams, Laura E.  The Spider’s Web.  Milkweek Editions, 150 pages.  After hearing an 
elderly woman’s stories about World War II, a teenage “skinhead” comes to recognize  
how she has mistaken lies for truth.  Gr. 6 – 9. 
 
 
 
 

Please feel free to make and distribute copies of this list. 
 

 

 
The Jewish Education Center Of Cleveland 

2030 South Taylor Road  •  Cleveland Heights, OH  44118 
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