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Non-Fiction  
Adler, Cyrus. Selected Letters, 2 vols. Philadelphia, PA: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1985. TEE  
Cyrus Adler was a Jewish scholar who became the first president of Dropsie College in Philadelphia. He was one of 
the founders of the Jewish Publication Society of America, United Synagogue of America, and the American Jewish 
Committee. He was also president of the Board of Trustees of the Jewish Theological Seminary and served as its 
acting president after the death of Solomon Schechter. 
Alexander, Michael. Jazz Age Jews. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2001. ACFT, PS 
Examines the solidarity that many successful 1920s American Jews felt with groups that were still marginalized, 
studying three Jewish men: Felix Frankfurter, defender of Italian anarchists Sacco and Vanzetti; blackface performer 
Al Jolson; and Arnold Rothstein, who allegedly fixed the 1919 World Series. 
American Jewish Archives. Essays in American Jewish History, to Commemorate the Tenth Anniversary of the 
Founding of the American Jewish Archives Under the Direction of Jacob Rader Marcus. Cincinnati, OH: 1958. 
SCJS 
The American Jewish Experience. Philadelphia, PA: National Museum of American Jewish History, 1989. SCJS 
The American Jewish Experience: From 1654 to the Present. Allon Schoener, Guest Curator. Philadelphia, PA: 
Museum of American Jewish History, 1981. JECC, SCJS 
American Jewish Historical Society. The Writing of American Jewish History; Proceedings of the Conference of 
Historians Convened by the American Jewish Historical Society on the Occasion of the 300th Anniversary of the 
Settlement of the Jews in the United States, Held at Peekskill, N. Y., Sept. 13th & 14th, 1954. Edited by Moshe 
Davis and Isidore S. Meyer. New York, 1957. SCJS 
American Jewish Year Book. Philadelphia [etc.] American Jewish Committee. ACFT, JECC, PS, SCJS, TTTI 
The American Rabbinate: A Century of Continuity and Change, 1883-1983. Edited by Jacob Rader Marcus and 
Abraham J. Peck. Hoboken, NJ: Ktav, 1985. SCJS 
Blau, Joseph L. and Baron, Salo W. The Jews of the United States 1790-1840: A Documentary History. New York: 
Columbia University Press and Philadelphia, PA: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1963. 3 vols. ACFT, PS, 
TEE, TTTI 
A collection of early constitutions, letters, bills, laws, contracts, sermons, etc. relating to Jewish life in the United 
States.  
Bloom, Stephen G. Postville: A Clash of Cultures in Heartland America. San Diego: Harcourt, 2000. ACFT, PS, 
TEE, TTTI 
Brody, Leslie, Ed. Daughters of Kings: Growing Up as a Jewish Woman in America. Boston: Faber and Faber, 
1997. ACFT, PS 
Thirteen women offer personal reflections on Judaism in the United States, discussing anti-Semitism, stereotypes, 
ethnic identity, and the Holocaust.  
Chafets, Ze’ev. Members of the Tribe: On the Road in Jewish America. New York, Bantam Books, 1988. PS, TEE, 
TTTI 
A view of Jewish life in different parts of the United States.  
Cohen, Steven Martin. The Jew Within: Self, Family, and Community in America. Bloomington, IN: Indiana 
University Press, 2000. ACFT 
Dimont, Max I. The Jews in America: The Roots, History, and Destiny of American Jews. New York: Simon and 
Schuster, 1978. ACFT, PS, TEE, TTTI  
Essays on American Jewish history as it corresponds to general American history.  
Diner, Hasia and Beryl Lieff Benderly. Her Works Praise Her: A History of Jewish Women in American from 
Colonial Times to the Present. New York: Basic Books, 2002. ACFT, SCJS 
Examines the role Jewish women have played in building an American culture and shaping U.S. history from 
colonial times to the present. 
Diner, Hasia R. Lower East Side Memories: A Jewish Place in America. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
2000. PS, TEE, TTTI 
A fascinating account of the distinctive role the Lower East Side plays in American Jewish memory. 



Diner, Hasia R. A New Promised Land: A History of Jews in America. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
SCJS 
Dinnerstein, Leonard and Mary Dale Palsson, Eds. Jews in the South. Baton Rouge, Louisiana State University 
Press, 1973. ACFT, PS, TEE, TTTI 
A collection of essays covering Jewish history from the Antebellum South through the period of desegregation.  
Dobrinsky, Herbert C. A Treasury of Sephardic Laws and Customs: The Ritual Practices of Syrian, Moroccan, 
Judeo-Spanish and Spanish and Portuguese Jews of North America. Hoboken, NJ: Ktav, 1986. ACFT, JECC, PS, 
TTTI 
Elazar, Daniel Judah and Rela Mintz Geffen. The Conservative Movement in Judaism:Dilemmas 
and Opportunities. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2000. PS, SCJS 
Elovitz, Mark. A Century of Jewish Life in Dixie: The Birmingham Experience. University, AL: The University of 
Alabama Press, 1974. TEE 
A history of Jewish life in Birmingham from its 19th century German beginnings through the East European 
immigration, the integration of the two groups for defense against the KKK and the gradual integration of the Jewish 
community into Birmingham’s gentile community.  
Feingold, Henry L. Lest Memory Cease: Finding Meaning in the American Jewish Past.  
Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1996. PS, SCJS 
Feingold, Henry L. A Midrash on American Jewish History. Albany, NY: State University of  
New York Press, 1982. SCJS Needs annotation from Jean or Merrily 
Feingold, Henry L. Zion in America: The Jewish Experience from Colonial Times to the  
Present. New York: Hippocrene Books, 1974. ACFT, SCJS, TTTI 
Feldberg, Michael, Ed. Blessings of Freedom: Chapters in American Jewish History. New York: American Jewish 
Historical Society/Ktav Publishing, 2002. ACFT, JECC 
Vignettes and essays from a weekly column in the English-language edition of The Forward. 
Frank, Fedora. Five Families and Eight Young Men: Nashville and her Jewry 1850-1861. Nashville, Tennessee 
Book Co., 1962. ACFT, PS, TEE 
An account of the early history of Jews in Nashville based on archival documents.  
Freedman, Samuel G. Jew vs. Jew: The Struggle for the Soul of American Jewry. New York: Simon and Schuster, 
2000. PS, TEE, TTTI 
These case studies highlight some of the differences among pluralistic Judaism. 
Gantz, David. Jews in America: A Cartoon History. 1st ed. Philadelphia, PA: Jewish Publication Society, 2001. 
ACFT, JECC, PS 
Presents the history of Jews in America in cartoon narrative, beginning in 1189 England and describing the 
persecutions and other factors that have led Jewish people to American shores; the creation of the state of Israel; and 
the changing nature of Jewishness in twentieth-century America. 
Gillman, Neil. Conservative Judaism: The New Century. West Orange, NJ: Behrman House, 1993. ACFT, PS, 
SCJS, TTTI 
Goldberg, J. J. (Jonathan Jeremy). Jewish Power: Inside the American Jewish Establishment. Reading, MA: 
Addison-Wesley, 1996. ACFT, PS 
Explores Jewish power and influence in late twentieth century America especially at the political level, showing 
how the Jewish establishment impacts foreign and domestic policy and discussing this group's relationship with the 
media.  
Gurock, Jeffrey S. American Jewish History. New York: American Jewish Historical Society / Routledge, 1998. 8 
vols. SCJS 
Gurock, Jeffrey S. American Jewish Orthodoxy in Historical Perspective. Hoboken, NJ:  
Ktav, 1996. SCJS 
Handlin, Oscar. Adventure in Freedom: Three Hundred Years of Jewish Life in America. New York, McGraw-Hill, 
1954. ACFT, PS, SCJS 
Heilman, Samuel C. Portrait of American Jews: The Last Half of the 20th Century. Seattle, WA: University of 
Washington Press, 1995. ACFT, PS 
Draws upon sociological data to examine the transformation of American Jewish culture from the 1950s through the 
1990s, questioning whether it is dying out altogether. 
Howe, Irving and Libo, Kenneth, Eds. How We Lived: A Documentary History of Immigrant Jews in America, 1830-
1930. New York: Richard Marek, 1979. ACFT, TEE 
Hyman, Paula E. and Deborah Dash Moore. Jewish Women in America: An Historical Encyclopedia. New York: 
Routledge, 1997. Vol 1. A-L & Vol. 2. M-Z. ACFT(DNC), PS, SCJS 
A two-volume set that contains 800 alphabetically-arranged biographies of important American Jewish women who 
excelled in music, politics, social activism, literature, art, science, medicine, and many other fields. 



Jewish American Desk Reference: The Ultimate One-Volume Reference to the Jewish Experience in America. New 
York: Random House, 1999. JECC(DNC), PS, TTTI 
The Jewish People in America. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992. ACFT, PS, TEE. 
A Time for Planting: The First Migration, 1654-1820 by Eli Faber 
A Time for Gathering: The Second Migration, 1820-1880 by Hasia R. Diner 
A Time for Building: The Third Migration 1880-1920 by Gerald Sorin 
A Time for Searching: Entering the Mainstream, 1920-1945 by Henry L. Feingold 
A Time for Healing: American Jewry Since World War II by Edward S. Shapiro  
The Jews in America: A Treasury of Art and Literature. Southport, CT: Hugh Lauter Levin, 1994. ACFT, PS 
Presents a chronicle of the Jewish experience in America through the words of poets, writers, religious and secular 
leaders, and ordinary people, with pictures displaying Jewish works of art and photographs documenting life in 
Jewish communities throughout the country. 
Jick, Leon A. The Americanization of the Synagogue, 1820-1870. Hanover, NH: [Published for] Brandeis University 
Press by University Press of New England, 1992. ACFT, PS, SCJS 
Joselit, Jenna Weissman. The Wonders of America: Reinventing Jewish Culture 1880-1950. New York: Hill and 
Wang, 1994. JECC, PS, TEE 
Changes in Jewish culture as immigrants from the shtetls became Americanized. 
Kaplan, Mordecai Menahem. Dynamic Judaism: The Essential Writings of Mordecai M. Kaplan,  
Edited and with Introductions by Emanuel S. Goldsmith and Mel  Scult.  New York: Schocken  
Books:Reconstructionist Press, 1985.  ACFT, PS, SCJS 
 Kaplan, Mordecai Menahem. Judaism As a Civilization: Toward a Reconstruction of American- 
Jewish life, with a New Introductory Essay by Arnold Eisen.  Philadelphia: Jewish Publication  
Society, 1994, c1981.  ACFT, PS, SCJS 
Karp, Abraham J. Jewish Continuity in America: Creative Survival in a Free Society. 
Tuscaloosa, AL: University of Alabama Press, 1998. ACFT, SCJS 
Karp, Abraham J. Comp. The Jewish Experience in America; Selected Studies From the 
Publications of the American Jewish Historical Society. SCJS Please complete bib. Infor. 
Karp, Abraham J. The Jews in America: A Treasury of Art and Literature. New York: Hugh Lauter Levin 
Associates, 1994. ACFT, PS, SCJS, TTTI 
Karp, Abraham J. Haven and Home: A History of the Jews In America. New York: Schocken Books, 1985. ACFT, 
PS, SCJS 
Kaufman, David. Shul With a Pool: The "Synagogue-Center" in American Jewish History. Hanover, NH : 
University Press of New England [for] Brandeis University Press, 1999. ACFT, PS, SCJS, TTTI 
Korn, Bertram Wallace. American Jewry and the Civil War. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 
1951. ACFT, PS, TEE 
Korn, Bertram Wallace. Eventful Years and Experiences: Studies in Nineteenth Century American Jewish History. 
Cincinnati, OH: American Jewish Archives, 1954. ACFT, SCJS 
London, Hannah R. Portraits of Jews: By Gilbert Stuart and Other Early American Artists. Rutland, VT: Charles E. 
Tuttle Co., 1969. TEE 
Marcus, Jacob Rader. The American Jewish Woman, 1654-1980. New York: Ktav; Cincinnati: American Jewish 
Archives, 1981. ACFT, TTTI 
Marcus, Jacob R., Ed. The Colonial American Jew, 1492-1770. 3 vols. Detroit, Wayne State University Press, 1970. 
ACFT (Vol. 1), TEE, TTTI 
A collection of documents relating to early American Jewish history.  
Marcus, Jacob Rader, Comp. Critical Studies in American Jewish History; Selected Articles from American Jewish 
Archives. Cincinnati, OH: American Jewish Archives, 1971. SCJS 
Marcus, Jacob Rader. The Dynamics of American Jewish History: Jacob Rader Marcus's  
Essays on American Jewry, Edited, with Introductions and Notes by Gary Phillip Zola. Hanover, NH: University 
Press of New England [for] Brandeis University Press, 2004. SCJS 
Marcus, Jacob Rader. Studies in American Jewish History; Studies and Addresses. Cincinnati, OH: Hebrew Union 
College Press, 1969. SCJS 
Marcus, Jacob Rader. United States Jewry, 1776-1985. Detroit : Wayne State University Press, 1989-1993. (4 vols.) 
ACFT, SCJS 
Matza, Diane, Ed. Sephardic American Voices: Two Hundred Years of Literary Legacy.  
Hanover, NH: University Press of New England [for] Brandeis University Press, 1997. SCJS 
Metzker, Isaac, Ed. A Bintel Brief: Sixty Years of Letters from the Lower East Side to the Jewish Daily Forward. 2 
vols. New York, Doubleday, 1971. ACFT, JECC (1 Vol.), PS, TEE, TTTI 
Meyer, Michael A. Response to Modernity: A History of the Reform Movement in Judaism. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1988. PS, SCJS 



Miniatures and Silhouettes of Early American Jews. Rutland, VT: Charles E. Tuttle, 1970. TEE 
 
Mittelman, Karen S., Ed. Creating American Jews: Historical Conversations About Identity. Philadelphia: National 
Museum of American Jewish History: [Waltham, MA]: in association with Brandeis University Press; [Hanover, 
NH]: distributed by University Press of New England, 1998. SCJS 
Movements and Issues in American Judaism: An Analysis and Sourcebook of Developments  
Since 1945 / edited, with an Introd. by Bernard Martin. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1978. 
Nadell, Pamela S. and Jonathan D. Sarna, Eds. Women and American Judaism: Historical Perspectives. Hanover 
and London : University Press of New England [for] Brandeis University Press, 2001. ACFT, SCJS 
120 HIAS stories. New York: HIAS Inc., The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, 2002. ACFT, TTTI 
Plaut, W. Gunther. The Growth of Reform Judaism; American and European Sources Until  
1948. Foreword by Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman.  New York: World Union for Progressive Judaism, 1965.  
ACFT, PS, SCJS, TTTI 
Raphael, Marc Lee. Profiles in American Judaism: the Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, and  
Reconstructionist Traditions in Historical Perspective. San Francisco: Harper & Row, c1984. PS, SCJS, TTTI 
Raphael, Marc Lee, Ed. What Is American About the American Jewish Experience? Williamsburg, Va.: Dept. of 
Religion, College of William and Mary, 1993. ACFT, SCJS 
Rigberg, Benjamin. Walla Walla: Judaism in a Rural Setting – Congregation Beth Israel. Los Angeles: Western 
States Jewish History Association, 2001. TEE 
A history of Jewish settlement in this remote area, accounts of some of the early Jewish families of the area, and a 
history of Congregation Beth Israel of Walla Walla.  
Rose, Peter Isaac. The Ghetto and Beyond: Essays on Jewish Life in America. New York: Random House, 1969. 
ACFT 
Sachar, Howard Morley. A History of the Jews in America. New York: Knopf, 1992. ACFT, JECC, PS, SCJS, TEE, 
TTTI 
St. John, Robert. Jews, Justice and Judaism: A Narrative of the Role Played by the Bible People in Shaping 
American History. New York: Doubleday, 1969. ACFT, PS, TEE 
Sanders, Ronald. Shores of Refuge: A Hundred Years of Jewish Emigration. New York: Henry Holt, 1988. ACFT, 
JECC, PS, TEE, TTTI 
A narrative history framed by the Russian pogroms of 1881 to the immigration of Soviet Jews in the 1980’s.  
Sarna, Jonathan D., Ed. The American Jewish Experience. New York: Holmes & Meier, 1997. ACFT, JECC, SCJS, 
TTTI 
Schappes, Morris U., Ed. A Documentary History of the Jews in the United States, 1654-1875. New York: 
Schocken, 1971. ACFT, PS, TEE, TTTI 
Schiffman, Lisa. Generation J. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1999. ACFT, TTTI 
The author discusses the quest she and other Jews of her generation have undertaken in their attempts to establish a 
Jewish identity and answer questions about community and religion in modern-day America. 
Sharfman, I. Harold. Jews on the Frontier. Chicago: Henry Regnery Co., 1977. ACFT, PS, TEE, TTTI  
While most Jewish settlers to the U.S. remained in the eastern states, a few ventured into the frontier as fur traders, 
farmers, soldiers, even pirates and became part of the conquest and settlement of the West. This book touches on an 
infrequently noted part of Jewish American history.  
Sorin, Gerald. A Time for Building: The Third Migration, 1880-1920. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1992. PS, SCJS 
Sorin, Gerald. Tradition Transformed: The Jewish Experience in America. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1997. SCJS, TTTI 
Suberman, Stella. The Jew Store. New York: Algonquin, 2001. ACFT, PS, TEE, TTTI.  
This memoir tells about the author’s childhood when her family was the only Jewish family in a small town in 
Tennessee. Her father opened a very successful store. However, her mother always lamented the absence of Jewish 
community. 
Teller, Judd L. Strangers and Natives: the Evolution of the American Jew From 1921 to the Present. New York: 
Delacorte Press, 1968. ACFT 
Watzman, Sanford. All The Way to Y2K : Life of a Jewish American In The Last Three Quarters of the 20th 
Century. Silver Spring, MD: Sanford Watzman, 2000. PS 
Waxman, Mordecai, Ed. Tradition and Change; The Development of Conservative Judaism. New York: Burning 
Bush Press, 1964. ACFT, PS, SCJS 
Wertheimer, Jack. A People Divided: Judaism in Contemporary America. New York: BasicBooks, 1993. ACFT 
Whitfield, Stephen J. In Search of American Jewish Culture. Hanover, NH : University Press of New England [for] 
Brandeis University Press, 1999. PS, SCJS 



Wieder, Arnold A. The Early Jewish Community of Boston’s North End. Waltham, MA: Brandeis University, 1962. 
PS, TEE  
A social history of this late 19th century Jewish community in which the author discusses family structure, value 
conflicts, the economics of peddling, and social change.  
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