DIRECTIONS

FOR USE OF THE 

RELATIVE INDEX

TO THE WEINE CLASSIFICATION SCHEME FOR JUDAICA LIBRARIES

This list is intended only as an aid to classification.  We have tried to include all possible terms under which a cataloger might look, and in the case of Hebrew words, have used the Sephardic spellings.

This list should not be used as a substitute for the recommended terms given in the Subject Headings for a Judaica Library, or the Library of Congress subject headings.

Never classify solely from this index.  When the cataloger is not sure of the proper classification number to be assigned to a particular book, this relative index will suggest possible numbers.  It is for the cataloger to decide which number is most applicable, after checking with the classification scheme.

An asterisk (*) before a word indicates that detailed subdivision of the subject can be found in the classification scheme.

To avoid needless repetition, only those books of the Bible which are not named in the Weine Classification Scheme  are listed in the Relative Index.  Names of countries, except Israel, are omitted because they can be found easily in the 900's of the Scheme.

In transliterating Hebrew words, the authority used for the Sephardic spelling was The Encylopedia Judaica, except that a line is used under the letter "h" in place of a dot to represent the sound of the letter "het"; for example:  Hanukkah, Shehitah.

For form divisions of a subject see the last page of the Weine Classification Scheme.

The Weine Classification Scheme  adds a "z" before each number to distinguish it from the number in the Dewey Decimal Classification.

It is highly recommended that teaching materials be classified with the subject area, rather than under the education numbers given.  

The third edition of the Relative Index  was prepared for the Synagogue, School and Center Division of the Association of Jewish Libraries by Edythe Wolfe, Judith Shapiro Greenblatt and Toby Rossner.  

