Introduction

This Subject Heading list update is intended for those who are already using the Weine system and the accompanying Subject Heading list.   We feel that those who are beginning to catalog a collection and are using the Weine system would be better served by using the Library of Congress Subject Heading List, as it is much more complete.

CAPITAL LETTERS are used for terms which are to be used as subject headings: 
PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES

Lower case letters are used for terms not used as subject headings:

 Sadducees

See refers to term to be used as subject heading for a book on this subject.

See also refers to other terms, already used, which may have additional material, related or more specific.

x means “refer from” (i.e. make a “See reference”).  A See reference may be made from each term which follows the x to the heading under which it is placed.  If you use the heading Hanukkah, make a see reference from Chanukah on a card in the public catalog:

Chanukah

See

     HANUKKAH


A double dash (- - )means subdivision under preceding subject heading, e.g., DRAMA--BIBLIOGRAPHY.  Under the heading BIBLE a list of commonly used subdivisions is given.  Key headings for which subdivisions are given in full and serve as examples are: Key country: ISRAEL; Key language: HEBREW LANGUAGE; Key literature: HEBREW LITERATURE; Key holiday: HANUKKAH.

Mitzvot have been entered according to common usage.  Additional mitzvot may be added as reflected in your collection. Other terminology, e.g., Jewish holiday names, is also based on common usage. Use Hebrew OR English (don’t use both) terminology as appropriate for your institution and see references where necessary.  Be consistent!

Put a check mark on your list beside subject headings used and references for which catalog cards were made.  Write in any additions or changes, so you will be consistent.

Names of people and places have been omitted, except for such examples as BAAL SHEM TOV, THE, and ISRAEL.

The transliteration of Hebrew words in recommended subject headings (in capital letters) follows the Sephardic pronunciation, as found in the Standard Jewish Encyclopedia edited by Cecil Roth.    While the Encyclopedia Judaica is the currently used transliteration standard we have continued to use the Standard Jewish Encyclopedia  transliterations which were the standard when the original Weine system was established.  We substituted a line in place of a dot under the H for “Het.” Hebrew words in Ashkenazic pronunciation are sometimes listed, with reference to the preferred Sephardic spelling.  If your readers prefer Ashkenazic pronunciation, change the headings accordingly, but be consistent.  Always make cross references from terms not used to those chosen.

Rules for transliteration may be found in the Standard Jewish Encyclopedia, v. 1. p. xxv, which also gives the rules for citation of names.  If you do not know Hebrew, it would be better to rely on one encyclopedia as your authority for both transliteration and names, as they appear in the text.

The headings JEWS and JEWISH have been avoided for the most part, since it is taken for granted that most the books in a Judaic collection concern Jews.  A book on Jewish music would be placed under MUSIC.

O.T. for Old Testament has been omitted under BIBLE, since Jews consider the Old Testament to be the Bible, not a part of it.

Suggested classification numbers are from the Weine Classification System for Judaica Libraries, 8th edition.  Please note that a “z” precedes each number to distinguish it from the Dewey Decimal Classification.  For more detailed aid to classification, the cataloger should refer to the Relative Index to the Weine Classification Scheme, by Edythe Wolfe, Judith Shapiro Greenblatt, and Toby Rossner.

For further information see “Suggestions for the Beginner in Subject Heading Work” in Sears List of Subject Headings, edited by B. M. Westby, Chapter II in Simple Library Cataloguing by Susan G. Akers, or Chapter 7 in Commonsense Cataloging by Esther J. Piercy.

This list was compiled originally in 1964 by the Subject Headings Committee of the Jewish Library Association of Greater Philadelphia - Mrs. Mildred Kurland, Chairman; Mrs. Jewel Markowitz, and Mrs. Mae Weine.  The 1999 revision has been compiled by Judith Shapiro Greenblatt, chair, Toby Rossner, Edythe Wolfe, Rachel Glasser, Hadassah Stein, and Mae Weine.

The committee thanks Rosalie Katchen for her generous technical assistance and Ruth Goldstein for her computer assistance. 

The following is the transliteration table from the Standard Jewish Encyclopedia:

Common form divisions which may be used under subjects are:

ADDRESSES, ESSAYS, LECTURES

ATLASES



BIBLIOGRAPHY

BIOGRAPHY




CASE STUDIES

CATALOGS

CHILDREN’S STORIES

COLLECTIONS (TEXTUAL)

COLORING BOOKS

COMMENTARY (TEXTUAL AND INTERPRETATION)


CRAFTS




CRITICISM,  INTERPRETATION, ETC. (TEXTUAL AND INTERPRETATION)

DESCRIPTION & TRAVEL

DICTIONARIES

DIRECTORIES



DRAMA


ENCYCLOPEDIAS



ESSAYS



FAMILY EDUCATION

FICTION or STORIES

GAMES

GUIDEBOOKS

HANDBOOKS, MANUALS, ETC.

HISTORICAL FICTION

HISTORY or HISTORY AND CRITICISM

JUVENILE FICTION

JUVENILE LITERATURE
LEGENDS

MEMOIRS

MOVING PICTURES

MYSTERY & DETECTIVE STORIES

OUTLINES, SYLLABI, ETC.

PERIODICALS

PERSONAL NARRATIVES

POETRY

PRIMARY SOURCES

PROGRAMMING/RELIGIOUS ASPECTS

QUOTATIONS

PROGRAMMING

RELIGIOUS ASPECTS

RELIGIOUS LIFE

SHORT STORIES--COLLECTIONS

STATISTICS

STUDY AND TEACHING

TIMELINES

WORKBOOKS

YEARBOOKS

Age divisions

PRE-SCHOOL: 2 - 4 years old; PRIMARY: 1-3 grade; INTERMEDIATE: 4-6 grade; JUNIOR HIGH: 7-8 grade; HIGH SCHOOL

